Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg, Love, Hazouri, Boyer, Anderson, Pittman, Crescimbeni, Gulliford, Bowman, Ferraro, Gaffney, Brosche, Wilson, Morgan, Becton, Freeman, Newby and White: 

RESOLUTION 2019-303
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING SAM MOUSA FOR 20 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS, CITY GOVERNMENT AND CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSONVILLE UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Sam Mousa graduated from high school in Corpus Christi, Texas, earned his bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of Florida, and worked in private sector engineering before beginning his career with Jacksonville city government in 1987 as a special projects officer in the Department of Public Works; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Mousa was soon appointed by Mayor Tommy Hazouri to the post of City Engineer in 1988 and was subsequently promoted to Director of Public Works in 1991 by Mayor Ed Austin, from which position he oversaw the on-time and on-budget construction of the River City Renaissance capital projects among many other responsibilities; and


WHEREAS, upon his election in 1995 Mayor John Delaney reappointed Mr. Mousa as Director of Public Works and additionally appointed him as the interim Director of the Department of Public Utilities for a time, giving him responsibility for two departments simultaneously. Mayor Delaney then appointed him as the City’s Deputy Chief Administrative Officer in 1997, a position he held until 2000 when, following the death of Lex Hester, he was appointed as the City’s Chief Administrative Officer, a position he held until 2003 when he returned to work in the private sector after 16 years of dedicated public service; and

WHEREAS, following his election in the spring of 2015 Mayor Lenny Curry recalled Sam Mousa to City Hall to again take up the position of Chief Administrative Officer, where he once again assumed responsibility for the overall efficient and effective day-to-day operations of city government, and from which he has announced his impending retirement at the end of June 2019; and

WHEREAS, throughout his career with the City, Sam Mousa has been known for his organizational skills, efficiency, and detail-oriented approach to managing complex tasks and bringing all necessary resources to bear to complete projects on time and on budget. Mr. Mousa is legendary for his willingness to become personally involved in the solution of difficult problems by assembling all the relevant parties, analyzing the issues at hand, delegating responsibilities, and holding the participants in the process responsible for producing a successful and timely outcome; and 

WHEREAS, as he prepares to again retire from City government after 20 years of outstanding leadership and service, the City Council wishes to express its thanks and appreciation to Mr. Mousa for his countless contributions to the operation of city government over two decades; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks Chief Administrative Officer Sam Mousa for 20 years of outstanding service to the citizens, the city government, and the City Council of Jacksonville. His legacy of thorough preparation, attention to detail, insistence on accountability, and focus on efficiency and effectiveness on behalf of the citizens and taxpayers of the city will be long and gratefully remembered. Mr. Mousa has been an invaluable partner and asset to the City Council in accomplishing its mission, and the Council expresses its particular gratitude for his friendship and counsel through the years.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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